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Emails to Member Councils

The Chairmen and Clerks of Member Councils have been sent the

following email

o Details of a meeting with senior County Council Officers - 27

March 2019



If your Council has not received a copy, please let me know.

Training

The following events are schooled over the next few weeks. Please

use the appropriate link for more information and booking.

Preparing for Audit - Central Northumberland

Hepscott Parish Hall | Hepscott | NE61 6LL Morpeth | United Kingdom

Tuesday, 9 April 2019 from 19:00 to 21:00 (BST

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/preparing-for-audit-central-
northumberland-tickets-56887615389

Briefing/Introduction for new Councillors - Dinnington

Dinnington Village Hall | Main Road | NE13 7LD Dinnington | United
Kingdom

Monday, 3 June 2019 from 19:00 to 21:00 (BST)

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/briefingintroduction-for-new-
councillors-dinnington-tickets-56888084793

Audit for FY 2018/2019

PKF Littlejohn will be emailing all clerks with information regarding
the external audit process for the 2018/2019 accounts. Those emails
should be received this week (25-29 March).

If your clerk has not received a copy of the email, they must contact
PKF Littlejohn as soon as possible.

Their email is SBA@pkf-littlejohn.com




I hope to send a briefing note to Member Councils later this week.

Safeguarding

A number of Councils have recently asked about a model
safeguarding policy as these are being required for some grant
applications.

The NALC County Committee approved a short model policy which I
have placed as a PDF on our website.

Word copies are available on request.

Neighbourhood Plans

The national NALC have published research into the effectiveness of
Neighbourhood Plans which is available at the foot of the list using
this link

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/publications

Planning Call-Ins

MHCLG has published a note on a change in their practice - in
essence saying they will no longer give reasons for calling-in or not

calling-in planning applications.

https://www.parliament.uk/business/publications/written-questions-

answers-statements/written-statement/Commons/2019-03-
26/HCWS1452

Extension to Permitted Development
Rights



I noticed the following in an email from The Planner which may be of
interest

Housing secretary James Brokenshire has outlined plans to extend
permitted development on the high street, and to review conversions

to residential use amid quality concerns.

In a written ministerial statement, published after the Spring
Statement, Brokenshire confirmed the reforms initially announced by

Chancellor Philip Hammond.

In order to support the high street, the statement says, several
“additional flexibilities” will be introduced for business. In particular,
shop use classes will be amended to ensure they “capture current

and future retail models”. This includes:

« clarification on the ability of (A) use classes to diversify and
incorporate ancillary uses without undermining the amenity of the
area;

« introduction of a new permitted development right to allow shops
(A1), financial and professional services (A2), hot food takeaways
(A5), betting shops, pay day loan shop and launderettes to
change use to an office (B1); and

« to allow hot food takeaways (A5) to change to residential use
(C3).

According to the statement, the temporary change of use to a
building will be extended from two to three years so that more

community uses can take advantage of the temporary right.

Like the chancellor, Brokenshire says in the statement that the
permitted development right for upwards extensions on buildings will
go ahead, but the existing streetscape must be respected. "We would
want any right to deliver new homes to respect the design of the
existing streetscape, while ensuring that the amenity of neighbours is

considered. We will also make permanent the time-limited right to



build larger single storey rear extensions to dwelling houses and to

introduce a proportionate fee.”

Additionally, the housing secretary intends to review permitted
development rights for the conversion of buildings to residential use
in respect of the quality standard of homes delivered. "We will
continue to consider the design of a permitted development right to
allow commercial buildings to be demolished and replaced with

homes," he says.

Permitted development rights for new telephone kiosks will be
removed; the right to install off-street electric vehicle charging points
to allow for taller charging upstands to address advances in rapid
charging technology will be amended; and a draft listed building
consent order to grant a general listed building consent for works to
listed waterway structures owned, controlled or managed by the

Canal & River Trust will be brought forward.

An immediate package of permitted development right measures will
be implemented in the spring, Brokenshire concludes, with the more
complex matters, including on upward extensions, covered in a

further package of regulations in the autumn.

The full ministerial statement, which also includes an update on Sir
Oliver Letwin’s review and housing diversification, can be found on

the UK Parliament website.

14 March 2019

Laura Edgar, The Planner



If you have any comments or observations, please contact
Stephen Rickitt, NALC Chief Officer stephenrickitt@northumberlandalc.uk

or

Louise Currie, Community Initiatives Officer |ouisecurrie@ca-north.org.uk

Our website is at https:/northumberlandalc.uk/
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